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Front cover: This issue features the Interstate streetcar line between Duluth and Superior. In 1918, the railroad approach to the 
Duluth end of the Interstate Bridge burned. This photo, taken before it was restored, shows how streetcars used the outrigger road 
hung on the outside of the bridge. Minnesota Historical Society collection. 


Inside front cover: All of Duluth’s streetcars except three shuttles funneled through Superior Street between 3rd and 8th Avenue W. 


At about 6th Avenue W., a pair of eastbound cars pass the Soo Line depot. The Union Depot, which today houses the Lake Superior 
Railroad Museum is visible at right. 


Above: This card advised TCRT motorman how PCC braking differences compared to the less responsive standard cars. 


The INTERSTATE LINE 


-Aaron Isaacs 


The Interstate line that connected 
Duluth and Superior was definitely a 
candidate for the most interesting 
streetcar operation in Minnesota. It was 
the longest of Minnesota’s four 
interstate streetcars (the others were 
Fargo-Moorhead, Grand Forks-East 
Grand Forks and  Wahpeton- 
Breckenridge). What set it apart was 
the complex, and sometimes 
problematic, crossing of the harbor. 

In the early days, crossing the harbor 
was neither easy or convenient. At first 
there was only ferry service. In the 
winter the harbor froze, so the ferries 
were replaced with sleds. The Northern 
Pacific Railroad built the first bridge 
across the harbor between Duluth and 
Superior in 1885. There was no road 
bridge, so anyone travelling across the 
harbor had to buy a train ticket or take 
the ferry. 

After Duluth’s and Superior’s 
fledgling horsecar lines electrified in 
1890, connecting them across the 
harbor became the goal. There were 
obstacles, however. Duluth’s streetcars 
were standard gauge, while Superior 
had retained the narrow gauge of its 
horsecars. There was also no bridge 
that could accommodate streetcars. 

On the Duluth side of the bay, a line 


opened in 1892 on Garfield Avenue, 
running the length of Rice’s Point. In 
1893 Superior Rapid Transit Company 
reached the tip of Connor’s Point via 
3rd Street, Lamborn Avenue and Main 
Street, and established a ferry 
terminal. In June 1893, Duluth Street 
Railway began running the ferry boat 
Estelle between Rice’s Point and the 
south end of the Tower Bay slip near 
3rd and Tower Avenue. The boat made 
an intermediate stop at Connor’s Point 
and connected with Superior streetcars 
at both locations. 

Even though passengers had to 
transfer from streetcar to ferry to 
streetcar to complete their trip, people 
apparently preferred it to buying a 
train ticket. According to the Duluth 
New Tribune,”The street railway and 
ferry route between Duluth and 
Superior has encroached so upon the 
business of the railroad trains that they 
do not pay. Every 8 minutes an electric 
car passes...bearing the sign ‘Garfield 
& West Superior’, which connects with 
the swift steam ferries that run to both 
Connor’s Point and the Tower Bay 
slip. Cars and ferries run from 6 a.m. 
until midnight, and is becoming more 
and more popular a ride every day.” 

Meanwhile Superior Rapid Transit 
had its own arrangement with a ferry 
operator to run from Connor’s Point 
all the way to downtown Duluth. 

When the harbor froze over in 
December 1893, halting ferry service, 
DSR placed in operation an electric 
ferry sled. This ingenious device was 
an enclosed streetcar-like body on a 
scow hull mounted on runners. An 
electric motor on the shore turned a 
drum around which was wrapped a 
cable that pulled the sled back and 
forth across the ice. 

The following winter a different 


During the winters of 1894-1897, 
Superior streetcars crossed the harbor 


on temporary trestles across the ice. 


method of crossing the ice was 
employed. The Commonwealth 
newspaper described it, “The freezing 
over of the bay this winter will have a 
big compensation for people who make 
frequent trips between Duluth and 
Superior. Heretofore they have had to 
walk the 1000 feet or more between the 
two street car terminals, but this winter 
there will be no walking. Already a pile 
driver is at work putting in the 
foundations for a temporary bridge on 
which the cars of the Superior Rapid 
Transit Company will cross to the 
Duluth side of the bay.” The narrow 
gauge Superior cars weighed less. The 
trestle served during the winters of 
1894-95, 1895-96 and 1896-97, being 
rebuilt each winter. 

The Great Northern Railway finally 
opened its Interstate bridge on 
September 1, 1897, connecting Rice’s 
Point in Duluth with Connor’s Point in 
Superior. The bridge was a swing span 
that allowed lake boats to access St. 
Louis Bay, the inner portion of the 
harbor. Trains occupied the center 
section. Duluth-Superior Traction, 
which had been organized earlier to 
accomplish the merger of Duluth and 


Superior streetcars, purchased a lease 
to use the bridge. Separate roadways 
with streetcar tracks in each direction 
were hung on the outsides of the main 
trusses. Once the line was open across 
the bridge, about 600 feet of track to 
the former ferry terminal at the tip of 
Rice’s Point was abandoned. 

Streetcar service across the bridge 
did not immediately mean through 
service between the cities. The Duluth 
and Superior systems still used 
different track gauges, so passengers 
had to change cars at the Superior end 
of the bridge. Superior Rapid Transit 
converted its track from the bridge to 
Tower Avenue and 21st Street on 
September 30, 1898. Through service to 
Duluth, jointly operated by both 
companies, did not begin until March 
28, 1899. It took until July 8, 1902 to 
finish converting the rest of the 
Superior streetcar lines to standard 
gauge. 

The Interstate Line began on the east 
end of downtown Duluth and passed 
through downtown on Superior Street, 
track it shared with every other line in 
Duluth, except for the isolated Park 
Point and Highland lines. It left 


East of 3rd Avenue W., Interstate cars shared Superior Street through downtown Duluth with the Lester Park, Crosley, Woodland, 
and Aerial Bridge lines. 


Superior Street at Garfield Avenue and 
served the rail terminals, grain 
elevators, coal docks and industries of 
Rice’s Point, then crossed the harbor on 
the Interstate Bridge 

On the Superior side the cars 
travelled several blocks on Connor’s 
Point before crossing another swing 
span that carried Lamborn Avenue 
over the Howard’s Pocket ship channel. 
Traveling west through an industrial 
area, the line reached Tower Avenue, 
the commercial spine of Superior. At 
different times in its history, the 
Interstate Line traveled all the way to 
South Superior, to Allouez, and 
eventually served the short 21st Street 
branch to Grand Avenue, which 
opened in 1922. Except for some 
residential development at the south 
end of the line in Superior, the 
Interstate was unusual for serving 
almost nothing but commercial and 
industrial neighborhoods. 

On the Duluth end it was sometimes 
extended east of downtown, and for 
awhile was even through-routed with 
the Crosley line. This story will 
concentrate on the central, unchanging 
portion of the route between the two 
downtowns. 


A trip across the harbor 


To better picture what the line was 
like, let’s imagine a trip over it: 

Pulling out of the wye at 3rd Avenue 
E., the Interstate car swings onto 
Superior Street behind a car that has 
traveled five miles from Woodland and 
is headed for the West End. The first 
few passengers boarded while the car 
was sitting at its layover on the wye. As 
it passes through the downtown 
section of Superior Street, there are 
crowds of passengers waiting on every 
corner. They may select any of six 
different car lines, and three or four 
board the Interstate car at each stop. 

At Lake Avenue, the rails of the short 
Aerial Bridge line join from the left. 3rd 
Avenue W. is the junction with the East 


Ath Street, East 8th Street and Kenwood 
lines, which drop down a steep grade 
from the right. This is the busiest spot 
in the entire system, and a starter is 
stationed here all day to monitor on- 
time performance, sell tokens and keep 
the lines on schedule. He occupies a 
small wooden booth sitting on the 
sidewalk. 

This is the heart of downtown and 
your car waits at each corner for two 
ahead of it to finish loading. After 
passing the Soo Line and Union 
Depots, at 7th Avenue W. the first 
passengers alight to transfer to the 
Incline. Its base station sits behind the 
sidewalk and you can look straight up 
the hill at the Incline tracks. You pass 
the 8th Avenue W. loop, where 
streetcars stage and one is waiting to 
leave for the East End. The track 
swings left around the Point of Rocks. 
There is a wye at 12th Avenue W., the 
tail of which reaches around the corner 


so company work cars can access a 
rock quarry. 

At Garfield Avenue is a complex 
junction. The West Duluth, Grand 
Avenue and Gary-New Duluth cars 
continue straight ahead on Superior 
Street, Piedmont cars angle uphill to 
the right and the Interstate car turns 
left to head for Rice’s Point and the 
Interstate Bridge. A long viaduct 
carries the car over a maze of railroad 
tracks and down onto Garfield Avenue, 
which runs between rail yards on the 
right and docks and warehouses on the 
left, almost two miles of gritty industry. 
A pair of railroad spurs that access the 
Pittsburgh Coal Company dock and 
grain elevators are crossed at grade. A 
few passengers headed for work get off 
along Garfield Avenue, while others 
board for the trip to Superior. The track 
in the street swings to the left for two 
blocks to reach the Interstate Bridge. 
Your car makes an abrupt right turn 


Above: A Gary-New Duluth car passes the 7th Avenue Incline base station. Robert 
Mehlenbeck photo. 

Below: Looking west from the same location, a westbound car approaches the Point 
of Rocks. 

Opposite: interstate cars followed Garfield Avenue, which bisected Rice’s Point. The 
Great Northern's elevated approach to Union Station is at left. The Insterstate Bridge 
is visible in the distance. 
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Left top: The west side of Point of 
Rocks. 

Bottom left: At this 3-way junction the 
Interstate line turned left, the 
Piedmont line turned right and West 
Duluth lines continued straight ahead. 
Left center: Looking south at the 
Garfield Avenue viaduct. 

Bottom center: A pair of Northern 
Pacific low-traffic spurs to docks and 
elevators crossed Garfield Ave. North 
East Minnesota History Center 
collection. 

Right: Garfield Avenue was a mix of 
industry and railroad facilities that 
generated a significant portion of the 
Interstate line’s ridership. Detroit 
Photographic Company photo, Library 
of Congress collection. 
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alongside the railroad approach to the 
bridge, which is on a long trestle that 
comes in from the left. A loop track 
splits off to the left and circles under 
the bridge approach. Its purpose is to 
turn streetcars before they cross the 
bridge, useful for shortlining cars 
when the bridge isn’t open. The 
railroad tracks occupy the center of the 
bridge. The wood-plank roadway with 
the streetcar track in it rides an 
outrigger that hangs on the side of the 
bridge. The car’s wheels bang across 


Above left: Garfield Avenue in winter 1916. 
Below: Two aerial views of the Interstate Bridge, taken in the 1960s. The fixed through truss on the Superior end has been 


replaced by trestlework. 


the joints as they enter and leave the 
bridge’s swing span. 

Descending to Connor’s Point on the 
Superior side, the streetcar ducks under 
the railroad’s approach trestle and 
rejoins the other track in the center of 
Main Street for a couple of blocks. To 
the left fronting the bay are a coal dock 
and some warehouses. Minnesota Point 
stretches along the far side of the bay 
and beyond that you can see the open 
lake. On the right is the Howard’s 
Pocket ship channel leading to a 


Below left: Looking toward Duluth, with the Northern Pacific's Duluth Draw bridge in the distance. 
Below right: Looking toward Superior. Projecting into the water to the right of the bridge is the old ferry terminal. Beyond 
the bridge is Connor's Point. The Lamborn Avenue swing bridge over Howard's Pocket is visible in the open position. 


The northbound off-ramp on the Duluth end of the Interstate Bridge, with a closeup 
(above) of the turn loop that allowed cars to shortline during bridge closures. 


Top right: On November 21, 1924, a ship struck the Interstate bridge, dumping it into the 
bay. Service was restored on December 19. 


Bottom right: This derailment on the Superior approach give a good view of Connor's Ab Street of WrecKen THIER - Stabe Bribe k, sept. 2 12 


Point and Main Street. The railroad approach is at right. 


Opposite page: Four views of Connor's Point and Main Street. The two at far left 
show the Superior end of the Interstate Bridge. Both Douglas County Historical 


Society collection. 


Below center: The streetcar is headed for Superior and is about to turn from Main 


Street onto Lamborn Avenue. 


This page: The Lamborn Avenue bridge over the Howard's Pocket ship channel. 


shipyard and grain elevators. The car 
turns right onto Lamborn Avenue, 
pausing before banging over the Soo 
Line’s track leading to its Superior 
freight house. Then it crosses the ship 
channel on another wood-decked 
swing bridge. Angling left for two 
blocks, the car travels past shipyards 
and docks before crossing the tracks of 
the Lake Superior Terminal and 
Transfer. Just beyond the tracks comes 
a right turn onto 3rd Street, lined with 
industrial and commercial buildings. 
At Ogden Street it passes the streetcar 
power house and the Superior car 
house. 

A block later comes the left turn onto 
Tower Avenue, Superior’s commercial 
spine. In two blocks the 6th Street loop, 
used by some Superior local cars, 
diverges at left. A few blocks later you 
cross two more tracks next to the Soo 
Line and Omaha Road depots and 
enter the heart of downtown Superior. 
With two swing bridges and six 


railroad grade crossings, there’s a good 
chance that something will delay the 
car, and as a regular rider you’re 
relieved each time it doesn’t happen. 
Soon the Broadway line tracks diverge 
to the left, and the Union Depot is 
visible two blocks to the right. 

Now passengers are alighting at 
every comer. Belknap Street is the heart 
of the Superior system, with a starter 
based in a sidewalk booth to keep the 
cars on schedule. This is the main 
transfer point. Numerous passengers 
alight, and a small number get on. The 
East End/ Allouez line, the heaviest 
local service in Superior, splits off to 
the left. After several more blocks you 
reach 21st Street where the Billings 
Park line turns right. The South 
Superior line continues straight ahead. 
At various times in its history, the 
South Superior line ran by itself, but 
much of the time it was through-routed 
with the Interstate line. After the East 
21st Street line opened in 1922, 


Interstate cars on a 10-minute 
frequency alternated to serve the 21st 
Street and South Superior lines every 
20 minutes. 

On this trip, the Interstate car turns 
left for its short, one mile run east to 
the loop at 21st and Grand Avenue. 
This last stretch is lined with houses. 
The turn loop sits in an open field next 
to another set of railroad tracks. The 
Interstate car has traveled ten miles 
and carried 32 passengers. 


Service levels and bus competition 


All across the country, buses 
appeared in the 1920s to compete with 
the streetcars. In Duluth, as in the Twin 
Cities, the streetcar company’s strategy 
was to buy up the buses and run them 
alongside the streetcars. The Superior 
White Company started a service that 
almost duplicated the Interstate Line. In 
1925 the bus service was purchased by 
Northland Transportation, which 
wanted White’s line from Duluth to 
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Ashland, Wisconsin. A week later, 
Northland sold the Duluth-Superior 
service to the streetcar company, which 
ran it as the Duluth-Superior Coach 
Company. At some unknown date in the 
1920s, another competitor, the Gopher- 
Badger Bus Company, also began 
running between Duluth and Superior. 
DSR’s_ subsidiary Superior Bus 
Company purchased Gopher-Badger in 
December 1931 and discontinued the 
competing service. A month later, 
Superior City Bus Co. changed its name 
to Duluth-Superior City Bus Company. 

Nov. 21, 1924 the steamer Merton S. 
Farr struck the Interstate Bridge, 
knocking the fixed span into the bay. 
Temporary track was relaid on Garfield 
Avenue to the old ferry terminal and 
ferry service began Nov. 23. The 
railroads implemented hourly 
passenger train service as an alternative. 
The bridge was repaired and streetcar 
operations resumed Dec. 19. 


Ridership 


The Interstate was that transit 
company’s dream, a route with bi- 
directional ridership at all times of the 
day and, at least until about 1930, no 
extra cars added for the rush hour. 

In the MSM collection are detailed 
ridership counts for the Interstate line 
from 1926 and 1931. In the transit 
business these are called load counts 
(see pages 18-19). A checker stands at 
the point along the route and estimates 
the number of passengers on each 


The Interstate line followed 3rd Street between 
Lamborn and Tower Avenues. 

Left: 3rd Street at Cummings. 

Right: 3rd Street at John. Two blocks ahead the 
track turns left onto Tower Avenue. Both Douglas 
County Historical Society collection. 


Below: This panoramic view shows the heart of 
the Tower Avenue commercial district in 
Superior. Library of Congress collection. 


passing streetcar or bus. Counts over 
several days are averaged and graphed 
against the number of seats on the cars. 
The result of a snapshot of ridership 
versus capacity for each hour and day 
of the week. 

The 1926 counts show ridership as it 
was before the bottom dropped out of 
the economy when the Great 
Depression hit in 1930. Note there is a 
separate 1926 chart for the Interstate 
bus, so we can compare bus and 
streetcar ridership. 

The weekday 1926 counts shows 
peaks of rush hour ridership in both 
directions, but it’s clear that more 
Superior residents commuted to Duluth 
than the other way around. Bi- 
directional ridership in both rush hours 
was quite different from most of the 
streetcar lines in the Twin Ports. 
Economically, the Interstate benefited 
from charging a double fare, although 


Above: Interstate cars pass on Tower Avenue at Broadway, passing under the 
illuminated steel arch that spanned the intersection. Minnesota Historical Society 
collection. 

Below: The intersection of Tower Avenue and Belknap Street was the hub and main 


transfer point for the Superior system. Note the starter’s booth at left. Douglas 
County Historical Society collection. 
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Above: Tower Avenue turned residential south of downtown. Douglas 
County Historical Society collection. 

Below: The Interstate was the first line to receive Twin City-built double 
truck streetcars in 1900. This is #151, the first of them. 


_ this was partially offset by the expense 
of bridge tolls. 

In 1926 the track segments that made 
up the Interstate line carried these daily 
ridership totals: 

6919  onGarfield Avenue 

5497 Connor’s Point to Tower and 
21st Street 

South Superior (Tower from 
21st to 63rd) 

East 21st Street line 


2186 
712 
Those numbers are not cumulative, 


and part of the Connor’s Point to 21st 
trackage was also serviced by the East 


= End and Broadway-Billings Park lines. 


According to the same 1926 checks, 
daily ridership crossing the Interstate 
Bridge was about 4100. At Garfield 
Avenue and Michigan Street, a block 
from the West Duluth main line, there 
were over 5700 people on the cars. This 
reflected the fact that Garfield Avenue, 
with all its employers, was a 
destination is itself. 

As it did everywhere, the 
proliferation of the automobile ate into 
ridership all through the 1920s. Bus 
competition didn’t help. The 1926 load 
check shows the competing Interstate 
“4 bus carrying over 800 daily riders over 

; the harbor bridge, compared to about 
4100 on the streetcars. In 1926 the 
average streetcar crossed the bridge 
with 21 passengers aboard. 

The Depression hit the Twin Ports 
hard, dependent as they were on the 
steel and lumber industries. According 
to one text, Duluth experienced 40 
percent unemployment, the highest 
among cities of 100,000 or more. 
Ridership crossing the Interstate Bridge 
dropped 40 percent from 1930 to 1931. 


Speed Limits 


Superior St., 3rd Ave. E-Lake Ave. 
Superior St., Lake Ave.- 3rd Ave. W 
Superior St., 3rd Ave. W-Garfield 
Garfield Ave. 


Before 1929 
Auto 


15 
20 
15 
20 


Furthermore, 1931 ridership was 60 
percent below 1926. It’s easy to see 
why the streetcars were imperiled. 


Speed limits 


Until 1929, the City of Duluth set 
lower speed limits for streetcars than 
for automobiles. On Superior Street 
through downtown, auto were 
permitted 15-20 miles per hour, while 
streetcars were restricted to 12 mph. 
On Garfield Avenue it was 20 for cars, 
12 for streetcars. This put the streetcar 
at a disadvantage when competing 
with both autos and buses. It also 
increased operating costs, because 
more streetcars were required to run 
the slower schedule. Streetcar travel 
time from 3rd Avenue W. in Duluth to 
Tower and Belknap in Superior was 36 
minutes in 1919. The competing 
Interstate bus, which made no local 
stops between the harbor bridge and 
downtown Duluth, covered the same 
distance in 24 minutes. In 1929, the 
separate streetcar speed limit was 
eliminated and Interstate streetcars 
reduced their travel time to about 28 
minutes. By that late date, however, the 
public’s impression that streetcars were 
much slower was established and auto 
drivers were unlikely to be convinced 
otherwise. 


Fares 


The Interstate line did better 
financially than the rest of the system 
because passengers traveling between 
Duluth and Superior had to pay two 
fares, one in each city. This was 
required by the city franchises, as it 
was in Minneapolis-St. Paul on the 
intercity lines. Initially the fare was 5 


After 1929 
Streetcar 
15 

20 

15 

20 


Streetcar 
12 
12 
12 
12 


SEATS PROVIDED AND PASSENGERS CARRIAD SURLY “36 SRATS PROVIDED AND PASSENGERS CARRIED HOURLY ST 
Interstate Line st Garfield Avenue & Michigan Street Interstate Line at the Duluth-superior Bridce 
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THE INTERSTATE LINE 

3rd Ave. E & Superior (Duluth) to 
21st & Tower (Superior) = 
1897-1935 


# Extended to Crosley 
a 1926-27 


Interstate line 
Temporary extensions 
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Extended to South 


Superior 1926-31 : Extended to East “57 


f, 
F End and Allouez aoe 
1925 and 1931-31 


cents in each city. In 1926 the fare was 6 
DULUTH DIVISION cents in Duluth, and 10 cents in 
; Superior. Bus fare on the competing 
Interstate bus was 25 cents each way 
between the cities. Buses were express, 
PP Te rere es with no passengers handled on 
ks iG We a ee Garfield Avenue. Not constrained by 
— ear the slower streetcar speed limits, they 
—_—e —— were considerably faster, so passengers 
received some value for the higher fare. 
Bus fare was reduced to 20 cents in 
1931, and further reduced to the 
streetcar fare when streetcars were 
eliminated in 1935. 


Time Card Bu. 22 Effcctive May 1, 1812 


INTERSTATE LINE 


’ 1adav. W. 


et 


Frequency 


1912 10min. streetcar 
1926 10min. streetcar, 20 min. bus 
1927. 20min. bus 
sos jell Pros ¢ £35] Bes 1928 30min. bus 
mama Se, ls cee ut aimimlio tally at ear of ahora patrte = 1929 =: 10 min. peak, 20 min. off-peak 
1932 20min. streetcar, 15 min. bus 
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Running time 


3rd Ave. W.-Belknap Street 
1912, 37 min. 

1919 36min. 

1927 (Bus) 24 min. 

1929 28 min. (est.) 
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Above: A 1912 Interstate schedule. 
Below: A 1931 schedule, with buses noted with a “B”. 


Left: This track map shows the extent of Interstate line service over the years. 


DULUTH-SUPERIORELINE— 
TO SUPERIOR—FROM DOWNTOWN DULUTH— 
Time Passing 3rd Ave. Weet (Via Duluth-Superior Bridza), 
Week-days—("B™ indisates but fips). 


6:00 A.M, 6:19, 6:39, 659, 2:19, 7:39, 7:535, 7:59, &:130, 8-19, §:25B, 8:33B, $59, 8:53, 9:00, 
945R, 9:13R. 9:20, 9-33R, 9-40, 9-53R, 10:0), 10-138, 10:20, 10:338, 10:40, 10:53R, 11400, 117-13, 
11:20, 11338, 11-40. t1:53B, 12:00 PM. 12:136,-12:20, 12:33), 12:40, 12:48R, 1,00, | 038, 
o og E20, 1:33, 1:40, 1486, 200, 2:035, 2:18, 2-20, 2:33R, 240, 2:48B, 3:00, ‘3.038, 3:18b, 

:20, 3:38, 3-40. 3-48R, 3:59, 4,03, 4-187, 4:19, 4-33B, 43, 4528, 459, $050, 5:18R, 5-19, 
Hee 3), 5528, 5 59, 6-058, 6:13B, 6: 20, 6:33, 6:40, 6.530, 740, 7:13R, 7:20, 7:33B, 7-40, 
7:53B, 8-00, 8:131, i: 30, 8.33, 840, 8530, 9:00, 9-135R, 9:20,9;33B, 9-40, 9-538, 10:00, 10:135, 


10:20, 10: SIR, 10:40,.10:55R, 11-10, 11:25R,- 1144, '201B, (AM). 12:338, 103M, 2-033. 


Sundays— . 
6:00 AML, 6:30, 6:55, 7:20, 7:40, 8:00, 8:20, 6:40,.9-00, 9;20,-9-40,-40:00, 10:13B, 10-20, 10:33B, 
10:40, (0:53B, ete, exch heuer anel 10:40 P.M, 10-558, 11:10, 18-2513, 11:40, I241R, (A.M.), 


12:33B, 1038, 2038. 


These small buses ran the Interstate bus that competed directly with the streetcars. 
The bus charged a higher fare, but offered a faster ride with fewer stops. 


Lower right: Duluth and Superior transfers 


Carrying the mail 


As they did in the Twin Cities, 
Duluth streetcars carried closed pouch 
mail between post offices. The Main 
Duluth post office was located a block 
up the hill from Superior Street at 5th 
Avenue W. A post office wagon 
brought mailbags down to 3rd Avenue 
W. and Superior where they were 
loaded on streetcars in the presence of 
the streetcar starter who was based 
there. Deliveries to Superior via the 
Interstate line varied over the years. A 
1920 company memo says that mail 
went from Duluth to the East End, 
Allouez, Billings Park and South 
Superior post offices. This would have 
required transferring the mail to other 
streetcars in downtown Superior. A 
1928 memo lists only a single daily 
mail trip from Duluth to the 
Downtown Superior post office, 
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located on Tower Avenue near 21st 
Street. Mail service was discontinued 
in 1930. 


Route chronology 


Over its 38-year existence, the 
Interstate Line went through many 
changes. 

The first streetcar line serving 
Garfield Avenue on Rice’s Point 
opened in 1892. Initially it was routed 
via 18th Avenue W. and Michigan 
Street to Garfield. In the 1.9 miles on 
Rice’s Point it crossed 16 railroad 
tracks at grade. It was also partially 
single track. This became an 


operational bottleneck--frequent train 
delays combining with single track 
hampered operations. When it became 
part of the much busier Interstate line 
in 1897, it must have been almost 
impossible to keep streetcars on 
schedule. 
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This situation continued until 1902 
when the line was rerouted via Superior 
Street to the newly opened bridge that 
carried Garfield Avenue over the busiest 
11 tracks. By the end of 1903 the 
remaining single track on Garfield 
Avenue had been replaced with double 
track, dramatically improving service 
reliability. 

Following the opening of the harbor 
bridge in 1897, the Interstate Line ran 
from 22nd Avenue E. in Duluth to 21st 
and Tower in Superior. In February 1919 
it was temporarily extended to 24th 
Avenue E. during the rush hours to help 
out the Lester Park and Woodland cars. 
When the navigation season returned, it 
was cut back to 3rd Avenue E., but ran 
with the same number of streetcars. The 
extra layover time was a cushion to 
offset delays when the swing bridges 
opened for ships. This recognized the 
line’s high potential for delays due to its 
two swing bridges and nine railroad 
grade crossings. 

It was a sign of the line’s status that it 
was the first to receive the new large 
double-truck cars supplied by TCRT in 
1901. The first 12 cars equipped the 
Interstate. 

In 1922 the line was extended to 21st 
and Grand in Superior over the newly 
opened mile-long East 21st Street line. 

At various times there was public 
demand to through-route the Interstate 
with the East End-Allouez line in 
Superior. This was first attempted 
during April-July 1925, with 10-minute 
service to the East End (Robertson Ave.), 
and 20-minute service beyond to 
Allouez. However, the additional 
mileage, plus three more railroad grade 
crossings, made the service unreliable 
and the experiment was cancelled. 

In 1926 the Interstate was through- 
routed with the new Crosley line, which 
branched off the Lester Park line at 45th 
Avenue E. This was done to minimize 
the cost of running the Crosley cars, 
because they duplicated the service on 
East Superior Street provided by Lester 


Park and Woodland cars. Through- 
routing took advantage of the 
Interstate’s existing mileage through 
downtown Duluth. On the Superior 
end, service continued to 21st and 
Grand, with alternate cars for the first 
time continuing to South Superior. This 
was longest version of the Interstate, 17 
miles from Crosley and 52nd Avenue E. 
to 63rd and Tower in South Superior. It 
didn’t last, and a year later the Interstate 
cars were terminating at the newly 
constructed loops off Superior Street 
and 14th Avenue E. that served the 
Armory, Auditorium and Duluth 
Curling Club. 

In 1930 the Interstate line was 
converted to one-man operation. On the 
Superior end, an unusual schedule was 
implemented. Cars from Duluth 
travelled first to 21st and Grand, 
returned to 3rd and Ogden, the loop 
next to the Superior carhouse, then 
reversed and travelled to South 
Superior, and finally to Duluth. This 
lasted until 1931, when the South 
Superior line on Tower Ave. from 21st 
Street to 63rd Street was abandoned. 

From December 1, 1931 to May1, 1932 
Interstate was once again through 
routed to East End and Allouez, and 
again the experiment failed due to poor 
timekeeping. 

The end for streetcars was 
approaching. In 1934 the Armory loop 
and Superior Street trackage from 3rd 
Ave. E. to 24th abandoned, so the 
Interstate cars terminated at 3rd Avenue 
E. and Superior. Finally, on June 5, 1935, 
the Interstate and all remaining Superior 
lines were abandoned. 


The MINNEAPOLIS 
HORSE RAILROAD 


The early history of street railways in 
Minneapolis is hazy. We know the St. 
Paul Street Railway opened its first 
permanent horse car line on July 15, 1872 
and the Minneapolis Street Railway 
followed on September 2, 1875. Russ 


Olson recorded these events in Electric 
Railways of Minnesota, but he also listed 
several earlier attempts at street railways 
that appear in histories of Minneapolis. 

However, now that the historic 
Minneapolis Tribune has become 
available and searchable online, we now 
know more about one of these short- 
lived operations, the Minneapolis Horse 
Railroad. 

It first appears in a January 7, 1868 
Tribune story announcing the company’s 
organization. It describes the railroad as 
extending “from the Falls to the levee for 
carrying freight to and from the boats.” 
Further, “The ordinance granting the 
company right of way through certain 
streets of the city provides that not less 
than two miles shall be constructed 
during the present year.” 

Street railway construction in the 19th 
century was a highly speculative 
business and things seldom happened as 
initially planned. The December 22, 1869 
Tribune reports on the line’s opening, 
but clearly its purpose and location had 
changed from the original plan. Now the 
route used Second Street to connect the 
Milwaukee Road depot at 3rd Avenue S. 
with the St. Paul & Pacific depot at 4th 
Avenue N., a distance of half a mile. 

“Yesterday witnessed...the formal 
opening of the Minneapolis Horse 
Railroad, and the introduction into our 
city of the first street cars ever brought to 
the State. For some time the company 
have been busy in laying the track on the 
Second street route...near the 
Milwaukee...railroad depot, up to...near 
the St. Paul and Pacific depot. This route 
having been completed and the first 
street car, which was manufactured by 
Coan & Ten Broake, Chicago, having 
arrived, some of the officers of the 
company, with a number of the 
prominent citizens, yesterday afternoon 
took a ride over the road, and formally 
opened it. 

The car with the guests aboard started 
from Bridge Square, where a large 
number of people were congregated to 


see it, and then went up as far as the 
Pacific depot, coming into sight of the 
depot just as the Litchfield train was 
going out, creating great surprise among 
the occupants of the train, and was 
greeted with cheers and waving of hats, 
which was responded to heartily by 
those on the car. After a short halt at the 
depot, the car returned to Bridge square, 
where more of our citizens got on, and 
then went to the other end of the route, 
and back again, making several trips 
and was crowded each way.” 

The article goes on to say, “The 
company commenced yesterday 
surveying the Washington Avenue 
route, and they propose going right 
ahead and lay the track and have it 
ready for the cars by the first of 
January.” It further speculates that a line 
on Hennepin Avenue might be built the 
following year. 

Another story says that the Second 
Street line was double track, and that 
the Milwaukee Road held the line’s 
mortgage. 

The promise to build a line on 
Washington Avenue was apparently 
kept, as the January 1, 1870 Tribune 
says, “The Washington avenue route of 
the Minneapolis Horse Railroad was 
formally opened yesterday and the 
horse car traversed it from one end to 
the other.” It is unclear where the line 
started and ended. However, it seems 
likely it ran from the Milwaukee Depot 
toward Seven Corners. 

The man behind the Minneapolis 
Horse Railroad was Frederick Gilson. 
Born in Vermont, he came to Minnesota 
in 1865. With his brother he purchased 
the Nicollet House, predecessor of the 
Nicollet Hotel, at Nicollet and 
Washington Avenues, and reportedly 
turned it into one of the best hotels in 
town. He passed away on June 15, 1870 
at age 50, from what appeared to be a 
stroke. 

Despite Gilson’s death, in September 
1870, the Tribune reports that the Horse 
Railroad “have commenced operations 


again.” Furthermore the company 
simultaneously began laying track on 
Hennepin Avenue from a connection 
with the existing Second Street line to 
Tenth Street. That track appears to have 
been finished, and later abandoned. On 
September 18, 1871, the paper reported 
public complaints about the unused 
track on Hennepin Avenue. 

Gilson’s death seems to have 
hastened the demise of the Horse 
railroad, which wasn’t in good financial 
health to begin with. A Tribune story on 
July 29, 1871, says that the line on 
Second Street would be removed shortly. 
Apparently much of its business was 
interchanging steam railroad cars 
between the Milwaukee Road and the 
St. Paul & Pacific, because the two 
lacked any other rail connection. Isaac 
Atwater’s 1893 History of the City of 
Minneapolis says, “The chief use (of the 
Horse Railroad) was a transfer of cars 
between the two systems of roads. ” 
Once that connection was made along 
the west bank of the Mississippi, the 
interchange business disappeared. 

In December 1871, it was reported 
that the Horse Railroad owned a mile of 
track that was inactive. The City Council 
tabled a request to remove the track, to 
give the company a chance to regroup 
and resume operations. 

A story on June 15, 1872 recapped the 
construction of the Horse Railroad, 
saying that it had laid a mile of track on 
Second Street between the two depots. 
“Cars were run regularly upon this 
portion of the line for some months. 
Naturally enough there was no profit to 
the company in operating so short a 
route.” It goes on to say, “Since the 
death of Mr. Gilson, there has been 
no...ardor on the part of stockholders 
to resuscitate the plan of extension (of 
the street cars).” Atwater’s history 
agrees that Gilson’s passing hastened 
the line’s end. 

Thanks to Peter Sussman and Russ 
Olson for researching this story. 
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Pursuant to board action at the August 5, 2021 meeting of the board of directors and in honor of the 50" anniversary of 
operation of the Como-Harriet Streetcar Line the attached materials are being republished by the Minnesota Streetcar 
Museum under the under the Creative Commons "Attribution-ShareAlike 4.0 International" and "Attribution-ShareAlike 
3.0 Unported" licenses. You may choose either license as suited for your needs. In particular, the 3.0 license is meant to 
be compatible with the Wikipedia project. 


In general, these licenses will allow you to freely: 


e Share — copy and redistribute the material in any medium or format 
e Adapt — remix, transform, and build upon the material for any purpose, even commercially. 


Under the following terms: 


e =©Attribution — You must give appropriate credit, provide a link to the license, and indicate if changes were made. 
You may do so in any reasonable manner, but not in any way that suggests the licensor endorses you or your 
use. 

o Please credit the Minnesota Streetcar Museum and provide our URL www.trolleyride.org We would 
also appreciate hearing about your re-use of our materials though that is not a requirement of the 
license. 

e ShareAlike — If you remix, transform, or build upon the material, you must distribute your contributions under 
the same license as the original. 

e No additional restrictions — You may not apply legal terms or technological measures that legally restrict others 
from doing anything the license permits. 


You do not have to comply with the license for elements of the material in the public domain or where your use is 
permitted by an applicable exception or limitation. 


No warranties are given. The license may not give you all of the permissions necessary for your intended use. For 
example, other rights such as publicity, privacy, or moral rights may limit how you use the material. 


Please review these licenses at the Creative Commons site for full legal code and details on allowed uses: 


e Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 4.0 International: 

o https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/legalcode 
e Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported 

o https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/legalcode 


If these licenses are not appropriate for your needs, for example you want to use the material commercially without 
crediting us or do not want to share your contributions under the same license please reach out to us for other options. 


We Make Minnesota’s Electric Railway History Come Alive! 


